CHAPTER VII

THE SEVEN YEARS* WAR TO THE BATTLE OF
LEUTHEN

ALL the world knows that in 1756 the King of
Prussia embarked upon a struggle in compar-
ison with which his previous wars might
almost be called sham-fights. This was the Third
Silesian War, commonly known as the Seven Years'
War, which Macaulay's lurid prose depicts as setting
almost the whole globe on fire. The true cause of
Austria's new struggle, not merely to regain Sile-
sia, but also to curb the dangerous power of Prussia,
will be patent to all who have followed the story of
Frederick's life. It was the memory of past wrong
quickened by apprehensions of worse to come.
Maria Theresa could not believe that Heaven would
suffer her despoiler to go unchastised,and she watched
the political horizon for signs that the day of venge-
ance upon him was at hand. At the same time all
the neighbours of Prussia perceived with that instinct
which is the surest guide of states that the system to
which they belonged was jeopardised by an intrud-
ing Power whose conduct had been such as to justify
a crusade against her.
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